
Future Humanitarian 

Financing (FHF) is an 

initiative to bring fresh 

thinking and expertise 

from beyond the 

humanitarian sector 

to address the 

growing problem of 

how we meet the 

financial costs of 

responding to 

humanitarian crises.  

T: @FutureHF  

W: futurehumanitarianfinancing.org 



Disaster overload! 
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A decade ago, the international response 

system assisted 30–40 million people 

annually; by 2013 this had risen to 50–70 

million. 
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“The future looks set to continue to 

stretch existing humanitarian 

response capacities. By 2050 the 

world population will have grown to 

9.6 billion, and the global demand for 

food is expected to have increased 

by 70%.” 
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Adapting for the future 
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The rising scale of needs, our 

collective inability to resolve 

protracted crises, and the 

interplay of new risks have 

led to a global deficit in the 

operational and financial 

capacity of governments and 

humanitarian organizations to 

respond. This deficit has 

highlighted the need for a 

change in the way we look at 

humanitarian crises. 
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People targeted for 

assistance through the 

inter-agency appeals 
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The number of people affected by humanitarian crises in 

2012 
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Expected outcomes 

• Functional knowledge: A more robust understanding within the 

humanitarian community of the characteristics and comparative advantages 

of alternative financing approaches – and their potential to address 

humanitarian needs  

• An agenda for action: A set of recommendations for the IASC Principals 

and members that will constitute an agenda for research, experimentation, 

adaptation and engagement with emerging financing approaches as well as 

linked recommendations proposing adjustments to existing financing 

approaches. 

• Collaborative networks: The beginnings of an expanded collaborative 

network of humanitarian financing actors, which may be developed and 

sustained beyond the lifetime of the FHF initiative. 

 



Emerging findings  
• New sources of finance?  

– Private sector 

– Communities and governments  

• New approaches 

– Bonds? Triggers?  

• Division of labour 

– Re-draw boundaries?  

– Divest responsibility  

– Working effectively with the private sector (insurance against peak demand; 

commodity hedges/forward purchasing; analysis for anticipation)  

• Localising aid  

– What role for humanitarians?  

• Shift from command and control to ‘open and adaptive’ system  

– Exclusivity anathema to growing diversity  

– Peak coordination?  

 



Future Humanitarian 

Financing (FHF) is led by 

a steering group 

comprising CAFOD, the 

Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the UN 

(FAO) and World Vision 

on behalf of the Inter 

Agency Standing 

Committee (IASC) 

Humanitarian Financing 

Task Team. The initiative 

is funded by World Vision 

and the government of 

Germany. 

T: @FutureHF  

W: futurehumanitarianfinancing.org 
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